
Living Here February 20058

Making
the links
Try this activity showing how things
are connected.
You will need:
• A ball of coloured wool/string
• Cards with the animals and

plants you have just read about
• Pegs (optional)
• A small group of friends/whanau

What to do:
1. Sit in a circle facing inwards.
2. Each person gets a card telling

them who they are going to be
e.g. black beech, native bee, fantail, etc.

3. Give one person the ball of wool, ask
them to hold securely to the end of the
wool, and gently pass or throw the ball
over to a student that has a card that has
a relationship with theirs. Let the wool
unravel as it is passed so a visual
connection is made. Make sure that
the wool connections are taut.

4. Each person who receives the wool
does the same until all the students
have made a connection with
another person. Some people
will have many connections,
others only one or two.

Planting a tree is one of the best things
you can do for the environment.

Trees are nature’s air conditioners
– they help cool and clean the air.

They also provide homes for wildlife
and hold water in the ground.

Where do I get my native tree?
Trees for Canterbury and nurseries.

How do I plant it?
Have a chat to the people

at the plant shop on
how to plant your

native tree and
whether it is suited

to where you live.

native bee
I love the honeydew that
the scale insects living on
the beech trees produce.

It gives me energy to
pollinate flowers and
make honey to feed

my young.

Scale insect
I am a vital link in the food

chain for all the animals that live
in the beech forest. I feed off

the beech tree and in turn
produce honeydew, which
feeds insects, birds and

the sooty mould
fungus.

Kakaruai
- South Island robin

I enjoy feeding on
the insects that live on

and around the
beech trees.
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Korimako
- bellbird

I feed my chicks on
honeydew and insects that

live on the black beech.
I pollinate the mistletoe
flowers when I search

for nectar.

Beech
mistletoe

I am a bush that grows on
the branches of the black

beech. I need the beech tree
to survive. I provide food

for bellbirds, which in
turn pollinate my

flowers.

The web ofThe web of

Tawhairauriki
- black beech

I can grow up to 25 metres
tall and have nuts and flowers
that many animals feed on.

I need the native bee
and insects to pollinate

my flowers.

We live in a country rich with
life, such as animals, plants
fungi and bacteria. These life
forms inhabit many different
parts of New Zealand from
the coast to the high
country, on land and in
water. This variety of life
is called BIODIVERSITY.

Bio (logical)
Diversity
Habitat

Bio (logical) = life

Diversity = many different things

Habitat = home

All living things in a
particular habitat
rely on each other
to survive. They
are connected to
each other. Their
whole way of life is
connected to the other
livings things that live beside
them, above them, below them.
Together they form a
web of life.

lifelife

Give
a helping

hand, plant a
native tree

Give
a helping

hand, plant a
native tree

Fantail
- piwakawaka

I really enjoy eating the insects
that live on and around the
beech trees, especially the
ones flying though the air.

I am very good at
catching those!

– nasty!

Can you find the stoat
and German wasp?

– nasty!
Check out our website

www.ecan.govt.nz to
find out why the

German wasp and
stoat are pests that

threaten beech
forest biodiversity.


