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COMMENTS ON THE ECOLOGICAL MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMP) DATED 6TH APRIL 2009  

 

My comments are based on the latest Ecological Management Plan prepared by Adam Forbes 
in April 2009.  Throughout the design process, I have been party to the ecological plans and 
provided comment/advice from a landscape and visual perspective on a number of occasions.  I 
am satisfied that the current EMP accords with the proposed landscape planting plans, and 
addresses all of my concerns and that the findings contained within my previous statement of 
evidence prepared for the hearing in September 2008 are still valid. 

 

To provide clarification to some of the recent changes and issues raised by ADC, DOC and 
Forest & Bird, I provide the following comments: 

1. To compliment the ecological planting contained within the EMP, landscape planting is also 
proposed on the large cut slope and the cutting at CH11500m where the canal transitions from a 
fill embankment to a cut.  The purpose of these plantings is primarily for visual reasons to assist 
with assimilating the proposed development into the receiving environment as much as possible. 

a. At the major slope cutting at Area H1 (10.335Ha), it is proposed that a 100mm layer of 
topsoil and hummus and will be allowed to regenerate naturally.  Seed dispersal of 
Kanuka will occur.  It is realised that weed growth will be an issue but the principal 
purpose of this treatment is for visual mitigation with the bonus of potentially obtaining 
native plant growth over time by providing a seed bank for when growing conditions 
become more suitable. 

b. The treatment at the cutting CH11500 on the inner cut, Area H2 will be the same as Area 
H1 above.  In addition, Area A (3.06Ha) is a Kowhai shrubland mix designed to visually 
screen the cut when viewed from the river corridor.  The management and maintenance 
of this area will follow that of the ecological plantings identified in the EMP. 

2. Forest & Bird, DoC and ADC raised concerns that the invasive nature of Pinus radiata would 
make it unsuitable for planting as visual screening and would prefer to see the use of native 
species, exclusively.  While Pinus radiata is a common species in the area, fast growing and 



would greatly assist in screening the powerhouse from river corridor users, it is recommended 
that the species used in the Landscape Management Plan be changed to native species.  Given 
the slower growth rates, larger numbers of native species would be required and wider plant beds 
established. The proposed species are: 

a. Plagiantus rgia (Ribbonwood); 
b. Podocarpus totara (Totara); 
c. Dacrycarpus dacrydioides (Kahikatea); 
d. Pittosporum tenufolium (Pittosporum); and  
e. Prumnopitys taxifolia (Matai).  

3. With regard to planting on the canal batter slopes (Area G), where no ecological plantings are 
proposed, Forest & Bird commented that they would rather not see exotic grass sown on the 
canal batter slopes, at fear of it spreading to the wider area.  Instead they suggested that kowhai 
seed or native grasses be established on the canal batter slopes.  While this is recognised, there 
is already a large degree of exotic grass/plant species such as tall fescue, gorse and broom 
present in the area and which will quickly re-establish following disturbance.  The grass cover 
proposed is to provide initial bank stability quickly and minimise soil runoff.  Over time, suitable 
conditions will develop for native species to re-establish on the embankment, especially given the 
seed source that will be created by the ecological plantings. 

 

4. No broad-scale application of kanuka seed along the canal batter slopes is proposed.   

 

5. In terms of the positioning of the ecological plantings, I worked closely with Mr Forbes on this and 
do not consider their siting arbitrary.  Their siting at Lowe’s cutting will provide easy access in 
terms of maintenance and allow maximum visibility of the restoration work to the public, raising 
profile and increasing potential educational attributes.  The area is a working farm where straight 
linear fence lines are common elements and the siting of the ecological plantings would not 
change the impact on landscape character.  While minor improvements could be made to the 
edge treatment, this has to be balanced with the practicalities of a working farm and the low 
number of visually sensitive receivers who will actually view the site. 

 

 

David Compton-Moen 

Senior Landscape Architect 
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